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ATTORNEYS AT LAW
36 WEST 44TH STREET

WATSON WASHBURN NeEw YORK 368, N.Y. SMURRAY HILL 2-4025
JOHN D. GRAY CAFILE ADDRESS "SLABART”

Hay 3, 1958

Hon. Dwight ', Lisenhower,
President of the United States,
The %hite House,

wgshington, L. C.

par Mr., Prezidentt

Your wellewisherc have agein been bitterly disappoinie
this year by your evident inebllity to make the necetsary irszsi
cuts in Coverrmsnt spendimg which are absolutely essentiz’ %c 2
American capitalistic system. The soclalistic buresueras: ars
the leftish one~party presgs which poison the air of rsshir-gor
seam to have largely inhibited any constructive eofforts in chi-
direction,

‘ Probably most exegutive departuents could work zore =i
fictently if their personnel were cut by 25%, but ip =some _azes
much larger economies ure possivie.

The foreign give-away pro ram has been made 1ors iluci-
erous than ever by zifts to Communist Felamd and YTite, aa vgll
to Nehru and Soekarnc., iepublicar candidates know well thit
t?ey ?uat repudizste zueh follies if they are te have any caarcae of
election.

Among the wilder new extrsvangances in the new Ludgen =
a billiion or so for so-called Federai &£id to educstion. ‘ne v
trouble with Azmericsn educatics in the past 25 ye&rs hgg rot bue.
laek of funds, bub fzulty leadership of the Hatlonal .ducstice - =
sociation and the Teachers' Collegez. The conmtrolling kisrarcy
hes been more interszted in teschin; the children collectivi -
than in sharpening their thinking processes, This ie the re:)
basis, whethur adzitted or not, of abelishing competitive nark:.
and granting automatic grematiens. These dangerous ceesrinaliras
show no great cencern that these pollcles have led te juveniie
doltishness and delinqueney on ajgrand se¢sle. Furthermorse, tihe
absurd scheme of these "frontier thinker:™ to dispenre wi:h ¥
alphabet in resding instrmction, mmd revert to pleture re-din;
based on the confi uration of wordn, his alone without gueetien
set back the instruection of pupils by &t least & whole yeorr, b=
sides dﬁpriving zhfm o the invaluﬁbéa logdcal traiging derives
from the build etters into syllsbles, sund syllabliez i:t0, .
words., This *pg%gresaive” metho of pgeiur¢~rd§éing f& ¥eb%a o
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Hon, Owight L, Alocnhover i Rey L, 193

N e . _—emilive pre-alphabsticesl seripts of thiee
Thon wWorse Lhai b6 Tor at least vhe pictures then used nag - o
- A to the l.eas they represent-d, while words spu.led .1~
phatetically of eourss hive no plctorisl significarnece whatever,

. Hegently embarrssacd by he esutbursts of angr/ pEr-nts
who hove just learned why Johnny cern't reac, the gducetd onig-
dietators while too proud to &duit their ross blunder, hive
taken refuge in the excuss that they now use a combinatilon ¢ & -
phabetical and pleture reading, = wuch =s 17 a teacher of &riin-
uetic, csught teaching that two and twe aake five, offaerea to
compromise on four and & hslfl

: wnei the "modern”™ rulers ol edusution have aude such o
ness out of such & simple problem as resdin: instruetion, oms ci-
éaeﬁs how well they have hancled ihe more cosplex subjects, Lot -
ing could be mere foolish than te sive these buresuerats morn
powsr in the form of Faderal aid. They should be lefs to e cesis
with at the local level by the thousands of fine resgherw and =i~
iiens of psrentn and taxpayers whom they hove shamelessly sbused
and degeived for the last 25 yesrs. .t the sase tize, the Fadersl
buresy o Educetion, which has been either thelr dupe or their pre
uasani&t,,might wali be zbolished, Lo save money for 'he taxpayert
and make doubly clear that education is & lecal matter, not o B~
meddled with by our vastly evergrown Federal eatsblinhent.,

Faithiully yeours,

WATSON WASHBUKN

W hES

P.3.~=The following wise thoughts which you expressed as Prasidant
of Columbia University in 1949 seem more sppreopriate than ever
now:

*1 weuld flatly oprose any §:an§ by the Federzl
Severmment to 211 states in the Union for edugutionel

purposes. Juch a 10y woudg *"# ¢ completely decry

‘ :g;igzggggg . wtt§§%ugyeianai% that comes through local

WA supetwisien over loeal expenditures or revertasi™ S @ W
Very frankly, I firmly believe that the a%gx Sg"p BB
who urge greater and greater centrslisstid@r of authority
and grester dependende upon the Federzl Treapury are resl'y
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